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Auckland Waterfront
Past, Present and Future

Good evening everyone,

This presentation will take about 15 minutes and provides a brief introduction to 
the Auckland Waterfront, past, present and future.  

Now one thing that doesn’t change is Auckland City’s stunning location.  As this 
photo shows, Waitemata Harbour and Hauraki Gulf are truly world class.   

Given this magnificent setting, the Auckland CBD waterfront has not yet reached 
its full potential.  

However the good news is that as Judith mentioned there are now a number of 
exciting projects  planned and underway and these have the potential to shape 
the Auckland Waterfront into a place that is worthy of this great maritime city.  
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Auckland WaterfrontAuckland Waterfront

When we talk about the Auckland Waterfront we are referring to the stretch 
shown in this photo from the Harbour Bridge to Teal Park in the east.   

So how have we got to the Waterfront we have today?

Well many of you may be aware that the current Auckland waterfront is almost 
entirely reclaimed land. 

This picture shows the original foreshore as a dotted red line following the 
motorway, Fanshawe Street (previously Beach Rd), Victoria Park (previously 
Commercial Bay) Customs Street West and Fort street (previously Foreshore 
street).  The Point Britomart headland was entirely removed and provided fill for 
reclamations.
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1890

This photo from 1890 gives you an indication of the extensive reclamation of land 
which commenced in the 1850s and continued under the Auckland Harbour
Board, resulting in over 150 hectares being reclaimed by the 1950s.
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1870s

Queen Street Wharf

The city of Auckland has grown and developed around its port.  This photo you 
can see a number of ships berthed at the original wharf at the bottom of Queen 
Street. 
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1934

Ferry Building

Princes Wharf

Queens Wharf

This photo  from 1934 shows continued development of the CBD with it starting 
to become more recognisable to what we have today.  You can see the Ferry 
Building, Princes Wharf and Queens Wharf with a number of ships berthed.  
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Early 1970s

The introduction of containerisation in the 1970’s revolutionised the shipping of 
cargo . This is a picture of the maiden call of the Columbus at the newly 
constructed Fergusson container wharf. 

As more and more cargo was transported in containers, this has over time led in 
part to the intensification of the port precinct around its container terminals in the 
east.  

This in turn has led to the release of over 70 hectares of waterfront land by POAL 
since 1996 for alternative uses.  

As a result this has opened up the opportunity for waterfront development 
including the projects on the following slides.
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Westhaven Marina

1980s

Westhaven Marina.  Auckland City Council has further plans for developing public 
areas at Westhaven.
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Viaduct 
Harbour

2000

Viaduct Harbour was developed for the Americas Cup defence in the summers of 
2000 and 2003, and many of you will remember this festive event. This has 
provided an enduring asset for the public’s enjoyment.
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Princes Wharf

2000

The development of Princes Wharf was also completed by a private developer in 
time for the Americas Cup in 2000.

In the years following this project there has been an extensive amount of public 
consultation, which led to the publication in 2007 of the Waterfront Vision 2040.

The Waterfront Vision 2040 balances the desire for public access and the 
important role of the marine and fishing industries and port precinct.

We are now at an exciting point in time where much of the preparation work is in 
place and there are a number of projects underway for development of the 
waterfront for the Rugby World Cup in 2011 and beyond, including the projects 
on the following slides.
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Wynyard Precinct

Future

When you arrived you may have seen that construction is underway on the 
Wynyard Precinct Development.  John Dalzell will discuss this project in his 
presentation. But the one comment i will make is that it includes a large public 
space of over 4 hectares which you can see in this illustration, and over 2km of 
public waterfront access. 
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Marine Events Centre

Future

On Halsey St wharf, which is right next to this building you are sitting in, Auckland 
City is developing the Marine Events Centre which is planned to be completed in 
2011.
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Queens Wharf

The Auckland Regional Council and Government have purchased Queens Wharf 
for development as a cruise terminal and public access on this large waterfront 
site which is around 2.7 hectares.

----------

Please proceed to the ‘Publications & Presentations’ page on 
http://www.arh.co.nz to download Part 2 of this presentation.


